
  

Annual Meeting  
The annual meeting was held on August 21, 2009 in the school gymnasium on St. George Island. 

Three board members were up for re-election:  Flore Lekanof, Sr., Anthony B. Merculief and 

Laurence Lestenkof. All three were elected for another three-year term. 

 

Anthony B. Merculief was re-elected as Chairman of the Board and sends his thanks to the 

shareholders for their continued support and faith in his leadership. Laurence Lestenkof also 

thanks the shareholders who participated in the election of the board members. 

The Chairman’s comments to the shareholders were focused on the future and the continued 

growth and success of St. George Chadux Corporation. Following Mr. Merculief’s remarks, the 

Proxy Prizes were awarded. The Prize winners were: 

 Melanie Prokopiof Grand Prize $1,500.00 
 Laurence Prokopiof, Jr. Second Prize $  500.00 
 Cassandra Prokopiof Third Prize $  250.00 
 Danielle Merculief Fourth Prize $  200.00 

James Dunn presented the business report for St. George Tanaq and introduced the Chief 

Operations Officer of St. George Chadux, Jaqualyn Forrest, and the West Coast Resource 

Efficiency Program Manager, Mr. Kord Christianson. Mrs. Forrest and Mr. Christianson gave brief 

remarks. 
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The annual meeting was completed with a spectacular sunset and we know who to thank for that. 

 

Tanaq Foundation 
The Tanaq Foundation has granted seven scholarships to the following students for the 2009/10 

school year: 

Kimberly Ann Kashevarof Business Office Technology AVTEC  $1,500.00 

Cierra Gromoff Psychology Hampshire College $2,000.00 

Maria C. Malavansky Computer Science University of Alaska $2,000.00 

Britte Merculief Psychology University of Alaska $2,000.00 

Desiree Merculief Process Technology University of Alaska $2,000.00 

Samantha Mierzejek Nursing  University of Alaska $2,000.00 

Shelly Tuttle Accounting University of Alaska $2,000.00 

 
The scholarship deadline for the spring semester is November 30, 2009 and for the fall semester 2010 it is June 
30, 2010. We encourage all eligible students to apply. 

Business was followed by a 

beautiful buffet. We thank Gladys 

Merculief, Stefanida Lekanof and 

Darlene Lekanof for organizing and 

preparing the food. From the looks 

of the photo, everyone enjoyed 

their collective endeavors.  

 



Tanaq Aleut Elder of the Year 

Ann Prokopiof was honored this year by being elected Aleut Elder of the Year. Ann is the current 

representative for Pen Air on St. George Island. She has worked as the Postmaster and as the City 

Clerk of St. George. Ann is married to Alexis Prokopiof and has two daughters, Jennifer Merculief 

and Melanie Prokopiof, and one granddaughter. 

Tanaq Aleut of the Year 

Stefanida Lekanof was honored as the Aleut of the Year. Stefanida is currently employed as the 

Office Manager for Tanaq on St. George Island. She has held positions over the years with the 

federal government, managing the St. George canteen and working as an office administrator for 

St. George Delta Fuel. Stefanida has been married to Bone for 36 years and has a son, Phillip 

Lekanof, and three grandchildren, Anthony, Kobe and Leah. 

Shareholder Reminders 

Please remember to update your shareholder will if there have been any major changes in your 

life. The shareholder wills and gifting forms are on our new website www.stgeorgetanaq.com.  

If you have not visited the website, take a look at the new design and layout. We encourage 

suggestions and you may send them to Kim Kashevarof at kkash@stgeorgetanaq.com. 

Condolences 

Our condolences to the families of Vera Chercasen, August 14, 1933 –March 3, 2009, and Evdokia 

Malavansky, May 5, 1931 – April 1, 2009. 

News 

“The Tundra Drums” is an exhibit on display at the Alaska Native Heritage Center through 

September 10, 2010. The exhibit consists of photographs and documents preserved during the 

federal government’s commercial sealing program from 1868 to 1984. The exhibit opened on 

August 12, 2009 and was attended by approximately 60 people, many of whom were Aleuts.  

Mr. Bruce Parham, the Pacific Alaska Regional Director of the National Archives and Records 

Administration (NARA), explained the agency’s Pribilof Islands program. “Because some 

documents relate to individual Aleuts who worked on the commercial seal harvest, they have 

become invaluable for protecting the rights and interests of these individuals.” 

St. George Tanaq contributed a significant amount of historical photographs and information to 

the NARA and we also helped organize the reception for the opening of the exhibit.  

We encourage our shareholders to view the exhibit at the Heritage Center and will reserve a 

portion of our newsletter to record thoughts and memories evoked by the exhibit. 

 

http://www.stgeorgetanaq.com/
mailto:kkash@stgeorgetanaq.com


Letter from the President/CEO 
 

Dear Shareholders, 

There is a saying that change is inevitable and so it is with the management of St. George Tanaq. 

James Dunn stepped out of the position as Chief Executive Officer for Tanaq in September. The 

Board asked me if I would step into the position and I accepted. I am humbled by the trust they 

have put in my ability to lead Tanaq and its growing subsidiaries, and at the same time I am 

energized by the challenges ahead. 

I have a lot to learn about you and the Island, but I can assure you that I will be a strong leader for 

the business and we will grow. The current plan is to provide the board with monthly reports and 

then to meet quarterly to review progress and resolve issues. I also would like to develop a 

strategic plan for St. George Tanaq some time in early 2010. 

My mission is to improve our collective economic well-being and subscribe to our core values of 

integrity, high ethical standards, respect for the Aleut culture, hard work and competency. I want 

to see St. George Tanaq become a profitable village corporation that creates new jobs and 

opportunities for you. 

This newsletter will be issued quarterly and in this column I will provide you with updates 

regarding Tanaq and its subsidiaries. This month we will close on the acquisition of a small 

business that provides energy management services to commercial and industrial clients. This 

business will complement St. George Chadux’s current energy work and allow us to pursue 

opportunities with agencies other than the military. We also will submit the small business 8(a) 

application for the new subsidiary in mid-November. I anticipate that the approval process for the 

8(a) certification will take about nine months.   

Dowland Construction is on the Island to build the fish plant and is currently leasing the housing 

space in the annex. We also have decided to maintain the first and second floors of the hotel for 

the winter season to accommodate other visitors to the Island.  

I look forward to working with all of you and encourage your feedback. You may e-mail me at 

jforrest@stgcx.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jaqualyn Forrest 

President/CEO 
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